
TheFamily of 

VALBNTI.NE RITTER ANNA SUSANNA BBNSINGER 

Pteamble:- .John Ritter, b--- d-1773-5_, (Wife's nam.e and lineage 
unknown; also exaet number of children in family unknown) was ot noble 
birth, a citi~en of p:rord.nence in tbe Provinc.e of P:russia, Germany; in 
which he iesided and owned eonsiderable real. estate. He had several sons 
all of whom save Val.entine, the youngest, he·gave to the King, Frederick 
the Great, for service in the army. 

VALBNI.INi RITTER was born July 14t 1749, in Alsace, in the Province 
o-.f Prussia„ Germany. In his youth, while ... pu:rsuing his. studies he saw that 
he could not realize bis aims ,md ideals in his bome· land und-er the 
despotism of Frederick the Great and decided to emigra.te to America before 
the completion of his education. He thus hoped to a,vo.id conseription and 
involuntary service in the army. Valentine, provided with ample funds 
(by his father) made bis esaape down the Rhine Valley to Holland and 
embarked on a sailing vessel at Rotterdam. After a voyage of six weeks 
of bad weather he arrived in Ameriea in the year 1773 and located among 
the Germans who had previously settled in Chester, Berks and Schuylkill 
Counties in the eastern part of Pennsylvania. In this plac:e he was 
employed for appxoxim.ately twenty years as a teacher of select schools in 
most of which the instruction was in German. He had remarkable skill as 
a penman. (Notably, two of his descendants, Prof. J. c. Miller, his 
9reat grandso,Q, and Prof. H. W„ Fliekinger, his g:randson., were noted 
penmen and teac.hers o:f penmanship). 

Valentine Ritter at the age of 38 (1787) was married to Anna Susanna 
Bensinger (b July 17, 1771) in Berks CQunty, Pennsylvania. They loea.ted 
near her home at MclCeansburg in Schuylkill County and later in Brunswick 
Township, Serks County~ Pennsylvania. In 1796 after the birtb of three 
children, DANX8L, MARY and JOHN, his health becoming impaired, he bought 
and moved to the f' arm in Perry County located alon9 the road f rom 
Ickesburg,to Loysville, Pennsylvania. The remainin9 five children of 
bis :family were born at this plaee. Here he died at the age of 71 on 
April 4, 1820. He is buried in the Old Town Cemetery at Loysville, Pa. 
His wife lived to the unusual age of 96 and is buried at the same place. 
(d ..June 14, 1868) 

The children of VALRNTINR ~ITTER are: 

:OANIBL. 
MARY 
..JOHN 
JACOB 
CATHERINB 
MARGARET 
GRORGE 
ELIZABBTH 

MEMO: 

1791-1871 
1793-1880 -·-- No further record found 
1794-18 ... - 
1791-1874 
1600-1873 ---- No further record found 
1804-1870 
1810-1893 
1814-1892 ---- Mo further reeord· :t'ouna · · ~- _ ,____ ·- .._ 

All the eigbt children of Valentine Ritter seem.ed, fxom: the meager 
records available, to live: and rea-r. their families. in the vieinity of 
Loysville, Penns.v,lvania.. S~veral of them lived around Carlisle, Penna. 
or as far west o:f there a& the p:tresent loc:ation of. Shippensbu:rg, Penna. 
Tbeir business seemed to,be fam'.i.ng. Lit;tle is known as to the where­ 
abouts of th.e descendants. marked "No further :record i'ound" or to what 
portion -of the coun_try they· migrated, i:f t'hey did so do. 

The above datafwas obtained princit'pally fr011l old :family Bibles, 
inseriptions on·1tombstone$, it:1 cem~teries in- and atound Loysville„ Penna., 
and a considerable amount·from Pro:t. Flickinger•s volume on the Flickinger 
:family tree. With profuse ,apologies, a "i!ew er,ror_s were :found in the 
latter and eorr.ected by the late Dr. ·aenjamin Ritter, of McCoysvflle, Pa. 



The writer•s interest was principally in the oldest son of Valentine 
Ritter and his wi.fe, Anna Susanna Bensinger., tha.t is the Daniel Ritter 
1791 .. :1871. Daniel a.nd bis wife, Barbara Stover., 1789-1859 • had seven 
children: -. . .. '· 

1, Jacob Ritter, 1814:"'1841 (No reeord of ma:r~iage) 
2. Daniel Ritter„ 1821-1893, married EU.zabeth l'ressler - died 1892 

(Had 7 childr.en, one of whom was Dr. Benjamin Ritter). 
* 3. John St_over Ritter, 7/18/1823-.5/13/1893, married Elizabeth Billman 

2/57182.S .. $/17.7189-9, &nd they had .3 children. One was Grand 
fath.er George Billman Ritter• 10/.21/1846-3/8/1909., who married 
GranQJ!lOt-her·tMa.ry El,J.ner _Miller, 5/30/1848---8/15/1894. 

4. .Jonatha.n Ritter, l825--i857 (Not ma;r,riedJ. 
s. George Ritter, 1828.-1845 (Not marriied ... died at age 17) 
6. Lydia, Ritter ... .,._.,. (married George Garber - No furtber record) 
7. Catherine Ritter·- -- (married Jonathan Minieh - No f'urther record) 

* The other two cbildren of John Stover Ritter were Sarah Ritter, who 
married John A. NewComber ( 2 children,), and Grand Uncle, Daniel Franklin 
Pierce Ritter, who married Alice E1izabeth Minieh. They had 1 cbildren. 

PAUL E. RITTER (Writer) 

3rd son: John Stover Ritter, 1823-189.3, married JUizabeth Billman 
(Had 3 children) 

1 son: George Billman Ritter, 10/21/1846-.3/8/1909, married 
Rllner Miller, 5/30/1848-8/15/1894 (Had 6 children: 

1 • .John Bdwln f{itter, 12/15/1868-2/4/1925, 
2. Frank William Ritter 
3. Orr.ie Arthur Rit-te:r 
4. George Harry Ritter 
s. Blizabeth Belle Ritter 
6. Edith 

l scm: .John Edwin Ritter 12/15/1868-2/4/1925, married Amanda. Estella 
Dwi, 9114/1·872-1724/1961 (Had 7 ·children): 

( a) Benjamin ft00ke Ritter,. 12/.lS/1889-12/26/1935 
(b) Mary.Estella ~it~er, 51/20/1892 
(e) Beulah Ruth Ritte.r, 8/9/1896 
(d) .John William ·Ritter, 3/6/189ä 
(e) Anna lallt -Ritter, 11/4/1899 
(f) ßmm.a,Grace Ritter, ll/4/1899-11/27/1899 
( O) Mildred Almeda Ritter,. 6/8/1906 

l daughter: Anna Belle Ritt~r, 11/4/1899·,. married Ray Benjamin 
Lackey, b. 4/27/189, d. 9/26/51 (Had 3 children): 

,._._._.&... ..,,_ .......... ,. ,. - - - ---- - . --- - ---- - 
1-. t.ois Arm :Cackey, 9/10/1927, married William K. Hutchinson, II• 

b. 9/2/19al,; (Had 3 children): 
William K. Hutchinson, III, b. 4/27/1953 
Steven James Hutcbinson, b. 9/7/1955 
Nancy Ann Hutchinson, b. 11/26/1957 

2. Harry Alfred Lackey, II, b. 8/1/1930, d/ 5/18/1960, married 
Betty Belle McCarthy, b. 10/4/19 , (Had 4 children: 
Valerie Ann Lackey, b. 3/12/1954 
Harry A. Lackey, III, b. 1/29/57, d. 5/17/57 
La.wrence James Lackey, b. 8/17/1958 
Ray Benjamin Lackey: b. 2/22/1960 

3 • .James Benjamin Lackey, b. 2/1/1935, married Sarah Ann Brown, 
b. , (2 children): 
l. Katherine Charlotte Lackey, b. 6/21/1962 
2 • .James Benjamin Lackey, Jr., b. 12/17/1963 



The above data was obtained principally from old family Bibles, 
inscriptions an tombstones in cemeteries in and around Loysville, Penna., 
and a considerable amount from Prof. Flickinger's volume on the Flickinger 
family tree. With profuse apologies, a few errors were found in the 
latter and corrected by the late Dr. Benjamin Ritter, of McCoysville, Pa. 

The writer's interest was principally in the oldest son ox Valentine. 
Ritter and his wife, Anna Susanna Bensinger, that is the Daniel Ritter 
1791-1871. Daniel and bis wi!e, Barbara Stover, 1789-1859, had seven 
children: 

1. Jacob Ritter, 1814-1841 (No record of marriage) 
2. Daniel Ritter, 1821-1893, married Elizabe~h Tressler - died 1892 

(Had 7 children, one o'f whom was Dr. Benjamin Ritter). 
* 3. John Stover Ritter, 7/18/1823-5/13/1893, married El.izabeth Billman 

2/5/1825-3/17/1899, and thl!y ha.d 3 children. One was Grand 
father George Billman Ritter, 10/21/1846-3/8/1909, who married 
Gra.ndmother Mary Bllner Miller, S/30/1848-8/15/1894. 

4. Jonathan Ritter, 1825-18S7 (Not married) 
s. George Ritter, 1828-1845 (Not married - died at age 17) 
6. Lydia Ritter -- -- (married George Garber - No further record) 
7. Catherine Ritter -- -- (married Jonathan Minich - No further record) 

* The other two children of John Stover Ritter were Sarah Ritter, who 
married-'John A. NewComber (2 child:ren), and Grand Uncle, Daniel Franklin 
Pierce Ritter, who married Alice Elizabeth Minich. They had 7 children. 

PAUL E. RITTER (Writer) 

3rd son: John Stover Ritter, 1823-1893, married Blizabeth Billman 
(Had 3 children) 

l son: George Billman Ritter, l0/21/1846-3/8/1909, married 
Ellner Miller, 5/30/1848-8/15/1894 (Had 6 children: 

1. John Edwin Ritter, 12/15/1868-2/4/1925, 
2. Frank William Ritter 
3. Orrie Arthur Ritter 
4. George Harry Ritter 
s. Elizabeth Belle Ritter 
6. Edith 

1 son: John Bdwin Ritter 12/15/1868-2/4/1925, married Amanda Estella. 
Dum, 9/14/1872-1/24/1961 (Had 7 children): 

(a) Benjamin Hooke Ritter, 12/15/1889-12/26/1935 C+-1. ./ 
(b} Mary Estella Ritter, 5/20/1892 ,- .4cJJV'rt?J/l~Y <;;.T/LL.. '-/v·/,v?-- /~ =-<.;,/j5b,..:q 

(c) Beulah Ruth Ritter, 8/9/1896 - ~-;l. 3 - 117 0 . l 
(d) John William Ritter, 3/6/1898 --- c;:+/11 ~,1v-,,..:r- .. ......: Co;V;c/, 
( e) Anna Belle Ritter, 11/4/1899 - s ,,_,,;/ J, V/,J,u/ /r? C .4 L.. 
(f) Emma Grace Ritter, ll/4/1899-11/27/1899 
( g) Mildred Almeda Ritter, 6/8/1906 - 5:.-r/// ); v-,;J-?'f 1 '7' Ce,,eL..,.i Le; 

1 daughter: MARY ESTELLA RITTER, 5/20/1892, married John Clarence Shover, 
b. 6/30/1894, d. 9/14/1953. (Had 1 child): 

Pauline Ruth Shover, b. 8/6/1915, married John F. Ebersole, b , .~/31/~ + 
(Had 1 child): 

John Edward Ebersole, bo 10/10/1941, Married Elaine 

Addendum 1970




